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IN THE CLAIMS 

For the convenience of the Examiner, all claims have been presented whether or not 
an amendment has been made. 



1 . (Canceled) 



apparatus for using a plurality of processors to support a media confer e nc e , comprising: 

a mixing proc e ssor op e rabl e to mix input media information associat e d with two or 
mor e first participants to gen e rat e output media information for communication to a s e cond 
participant; 

a first m e dia transformation processor coupled to th e mixing proc e ssor, th e first m e dia 
transformation proc e ssor operable to receive the output m e dia information from th e mixing 
proc e ssor, to e ncode the output media information to g e nerat e an output data stream, and to 
communicate the output data stream to th e s e cond participant's e nd user d e vic e ; and 

a second media transformation processor coupled to the mixing processor, the second 
media transformation processor operable to receive an input data stream from a first 
participant's end-user device, to decode the input data stream to generate input media 
information associated with the first participant, and to communicate the input media 
information associated with the first participant to the mixing processor. 



2. 



(Currently Amended) The apparatus of Claim 38, further comprising An 
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3. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of Claim 38, An apparatus for using a 
plurality of proc e ssors to support a m e dia conf e r e nc e , comprising: 

a mixing proc e ssor op e rabl e to mix input media information associated with two or 
mor e first participants to g e nerat e output m e dia information for communication to a second 
participant; 

a first m e dia transformation processor coupl e d to th e mixing proc e ssor, th e first m e dia 
transformation proc e ssor op e rabl e to r e c e iv e th e output m e dia information from tho mixing 
proc e ssor, to e ncod e the output m e dia information to g e n e rat e an output data str e am, and to 
communicat e th e output data str e am to th e s e cond participant's e nd us e r d e vic e ; and 

wherein the first media transformation processor is further operable to receive an 
input data stream from the second participant's end-user device, to decode the input data 
stream to generate input media information associated with the second participant, and to 
communicate the input media information associated with the second participant to the 
mixing processor. 

4. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of Claim 38, An apparatus for using a 
plurality of processors to support a media confer e nc e , comprising: 

a mixing processor op e rable to mix input m e dia information associat e d with two or 
more first participants to generate output media information for communication to a s e cond 
participant; 

a first media transformation proc e ssor coupl e d to the mixing processor, th e first m e dia 
transformation processor operable to r e c e iv e the output m e dia information from the mixing 
proc e ssor, to encode the output media information to generate an output data str e am, and to 
communicate tho output data str e am to tho second participant's end us e r d e vic e ; and 

wherein the mixing processor is further operable to receive an input data stream from 
a first participant's end-user device and to decode the input data stream to generate input 
media information associated with the first participant. 

5. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of Claim 4 Claim 38 , wherein the mixing 
processor and the first media transformation processor are separate integrated circuits. 
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6. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of Claim 4 Claim 38 , wherein the mixing 
processor and the first media transformation processor are separate digital signal processors 
(DSPs). 



conference is a voice telephone conference and the media information is voice information. 

8. (Canceled) 

9. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 39, further comprising: A m e thod 
for using a plurality of processors to support a m e dia confer e nc e , comprising: 

mixing input media information associat e d with two or mor e first participants to 
generate output media information for communication to a s e cond participant; 

communicating th e output m e dia information from a mixing proc e ssor to a first m e dia 
transformation proc e ssor; 

e ncoding th e output m e dia information to gen e rat e an output data stream; 

communicating th e output data str e am from the first m e dia transformation proc e ssor 
to th e s e cond participant's e nd us e r d e vic e ; 

receiving at a second media transformation processor an input data stream from a first 
participant's end-user device; 

decoding the input data stream to generate input media information associated with 
the first participant; and 

communicating the input media information associated with the first participant from 
the second media transformation processor to the mixing processor. 



7. 



(Currently Amended) The apparatus of Claim 4 Claim 38 , wherein the media 
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10. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 39, further comprising: A mothod 
for using a plurality of proc e ssors to support a m e dia conf e r e nce, comprising: 

mixing input m e dia information associat e d with two or more first participants to 
- g e n e rat e output m e dia information for communication to a s e cond participant; 

communicating th e output media information from a mixing proc e ssor to a first m e dia 
transformation processor; 

encoding the output m e dia information to g e n e rat e an output data str e am; 

communicating th e output data stream from th e first media transformation proc e ssor 
1 to the s e cond participant's e nd us e r devic e ; 

receiving at the first media transformation processor an input data stream from the 
second participant's end-user device; 

decoding the input data stream to generate input media information associated with 
the second participant; 

communicating the input media information associated with the second participant 
from the first media transformation processor to the mixing processor; and 

mixing the input media information associated with the second participant with input 
media information from one or more other participants to generate output media information 
for communication to a first participant. 
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11. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 39, further comprising: A method 
for using a plurality of proc e ssors to support a m e dia conf e r e nc e , comprising: 

mixing input m e dia information associat e d with two or mor e first participants to 
generat e output m e dia information for communication to a s e cond participant; 

communicating th e output media information from a mixing proc e ssor to a first m e dia 
transformation processor; 

e ncoding the output m e dia information to g e n e rat e an output data str e am; 

communicating th e output data stream from the first media transformation proc e ssor 
to th e s e cond participant's e nd us e r d e vic e ; 

receiving at the mixing processor an input data stream from a first participant's end- 
user device; and 

decoding the input data stream to generate input media information associated with 
the first participant. 

12. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 11 Claim 39 , wherein the mixing 
processor and the first media transformation processor are separate integrated circuits. 

13. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 11 Claim 39 , wherein the mixing 
processor and the first media transformation processor are separate digital signal processors 
(DSPs). 

14. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 11 Claim 39 , wherein the media 
conference is a voice telephone conference and the media information is voice information. 
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15. (Withdrawn) A system resource management (SRM) module coupled to one 
or more media transformation processors and one or more mixing processors in a 
conferencing device, the SRM module operable to receive a request to support a media 
conference and, in response, to allocate the media conference to at least a first media 
transformation processor and a mixing processor, wherein the mixing processor mixes input 
media information associated with two or more participants in the media conference to 
generate output media information and the first media transformation processor encodes the 
output media information to generate an output data stream for communication to a 
participant in the media conference. 

16. (Withdrawn) The SRM module of Claim 15, wherein: 

the SRM module is further operable to communicate to the mixing processor control 
information identifying the first media transformation processor; and 

the mixing processor uses the control information to communicate the output media 
information to the first media transformation processor. 

17. (Withdrawn) The SRM module of Claim 15, wherein the SRM module is 
further operable to allocate the media conference to a second media transformation processor 
that decodes an input data stream received from a participant in the media conference to 
generate input media information. 

18. (Withdrawn) The SRM module of Claim 17, wherein: 

the SRM module is further operable to communicate to the second media 
transformation processor control information identifying the mixing processor; and 

the second media transformation processor uses the control information to 
communicate the generated input media information to the mixing processor. 

19. (Withdrawn) The SRM module of Claim 15, wherein the SRM module is 
further operable to store status information identifying the first media transformation 
processor and mixing processor supporting the media conference. 
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20. (Withdrawn) The SRM module of Claim 15, wherein the mixing processor 
and the first media transformation processor are separate integrated circuits. 

21. (Withdrawn) The SRM module of Claim 15, wherein the mixing processor 
and the first media transformation processor are separate digital signal processors (DSPs). 

22. (Withdrawn) The SRM module of Claim 15, wherein the media conference is 
a voice telephone conference and the media information is voice information. 

23. (Withdrawn) Media conference migration software embodied in a computer- 
readable medium in a conferencing device, the conferencing device including one or more 
media transformation processors and one or more mixing processors, the media conference 
migration software operable to perform the following steps: 

receiving a request to support a media conference; 

assigning a mixing processor a task of mixing input media information associated 
with two or more participants to generate output media information; and 

assigning a first media transformation processor a task of encoding the output media 
information to generate an output data stream for communication to a participant in the media 
conference. 

24. (Withdrawn) The media conference migration software of Claim 23 further 
operable to perform the step of communicating to the mixing processor control information 
identifying the first media transformation processor, wherein the mixing processor uses the 
control information to communicate the output media information to the first media 
transformation processor. 
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25. (Withdrawn) The media conference migration software of Claim 23 further 
operable to perform the step of assigning a second media transformation processor a task of 
decoding an input data stream received from a participant in the media conference to generate 
input media information associated with the participant. 

26. (Withdrawn) The media conference migration software of Claim 25 further 
operable to perform the step of communicating to the second media transformation processor 
control information identify the mixing processor, wherein the second media transformation 
processor uses the control information to communicate the generated input media information 
to the mixing processor. 

i 27. (Withdrawn) The media conference migration software of Claim 23 further 

operable to perform the step of storing status information identifying the tasks assigned to the 
first media transformation processor and the mixing processor. 

28. (Withdrawn) The media conference migration software of Claim 23, wherein 
the mixing processor and the first media transformation processor are separate integrated 
circuits. 

29. (Withdrawn) The media conference migration software of Claim 23, wherein 
the mixing processor and the first media transformation processor are separate digital signal 
processors (DSPs). 

30. (Withdrawn) The media conference migration software of Claim 23, wherein 
the media conference is a voice telephone conference and the media information is voice 
information. 
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31. (Canceled) 

32. (Currently Amended) The system of Claim 40, A system for using a plurality 
of proc e ssors to support a m e dia conf e r e nc e , comprising: 

a plurality of e nd us e r d e vic e s coupled to a data n e twork and operable to generat e 
input m e dia information, to e ncode the input m e dia information to g e n e rat e input data 
streams, and to communicat e th e input data str e ams using the data n e twork; 

a confer e ncing d e vic e coupl e d to th e data network, th e conf e r e ncing d e vic e 
comprising two or more proc e ssors operabl e to d e code th e input data streams to g e n e rat e th e 
input media information, to mix th e input m e dia information to gen e rat e output m e dia 
information, and to e ncod e th e output m e dia information to g e n e rat e output data str e ams; 

wherein th e e nd us e r d e vic e s ar e further op e rabl e to r e c e iv e th e output data str e ams 
and to decode the output data str e ams to g e n e rat e output media information; and 

wherein the conferencing device further comprises a mixing processor operable to 
mix the input media information to generate the output media information; and information 
and one or more media transformation processors operable to encode the output media 
information to generate the output data streams. 
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33. (Currently Amended) The system of Claim 40, A system for using a plurality 
of proc e ssors to support a media conference, comprising: 

a plurality of e nd user d e vices coupled to a data network and op e rabl e to g e n e rat e 

input m e dia information, to encode the input m e dia information to g e n e rat e input data 
str e ams, and to communicate th e input data streams using the data network; 

a conf e rencing d e vic e coupled to the data n e twork, th e conf e r e ncing d e vic e 

comprising two or mor e proc e ssors op e rable to decode the input data str e ams to generate th e 
input m e dia information, to mix the input media information to g e n e rat e output m e dia 
information, and to e ncod e th e output media information to gen e rate output data str e ams; 

wh e r e in the end us e r d e vic e s are further operable to r e c e iv e th e output data str e ams 
and to d e cod e th e output data str e ams to generate output media informatio nf-aral 

wherein the conferencing device further comprises one or more media transformation 
processors operable to decode the input data streams to generate the input media information; 
and information and a mixing processor operable to mix the input media information to 
generate the output media information. 
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34. (Currently Amended) The system of Claim 40, A system for using a plurality 
of processors to support a media conference, comprising: 

a plurality of e nd us e r d e vic e s coupl e d to a data n e twork and op e rabl e to g e n e rate 
input m e dia information, to e ncode the input media information to g e nerate input data 
str e ams, and to communicat e th e input data str e ams using th e data network; 

a conf e rencing devic e coupl e d to th e data n e twork, the conferencing d e vic e 
comprising two or mor e proc e ssors op e rable to d e cod e th e input data streams to generate th e 
input m e dia information, to mix th e input m e dia information to g e n e rate output media 
information, and to encod e th e output m e dia information to g e n e rat e output data str e ams; 

wherein the conferencing device is further operable to identify a coding standard used 
by a participant's end-user device to encode input media information and to encode output 
media information for communication to the participant's end-user device using the identified 
coding standard, standard; and 

wh e rein the e nd us e r d e vices are further operable to r e c e iv e th e output data str e ams 
and to d e cod e th e output data str e ams to generate output media informatio n.. 

35. (Currently Amended) The system of Claim 3 4 Claim 40 , wherein the 
processors are separate integrated circuits. 

> 

36. (Currently Amended) The system of Claim 3 4 Claim 40 , wherein the 
processors are separate digital signal processors (DSPs). 

37. (Currently Amended) The system of Claim 3 4 Claim 40 , wherein the media 
conference is a voice telephone conference and the media information is voice information. 
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38. (New) An apparatus for using a plurality of processors to support a media 
conference, comprising: 

a mixing processor operable to mix input media information associated with two or 
more first participants to generate output media information for communication to a second 
participant; and 

a first media transformation processor coupled to the mixing processor, the first media 
transformation processor operable to receive the output media information from the mixing 
processor, to encode the output media information to generate an output data stream, and to 
communicate the output data stream to the second participant's end-user device. 



39. (New) A method for using a plurality of processors to support a media 
conference, comprising: 

mixing input media information associated with two or more first participants to 
generate output media information for communication to a second participant; 

communicating the output media information from a mixing processor to a first media 
transformation processor; 

encoding the output media information to generate an output data stream; and 

communicating the output data stream from the first media transformation processor 
to the second participant's end-user device. 
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40. (New) A system for using a plurality of processors to support a media 
conference, comprising: 

a plurality of end-user devices coupled to a data network and operable to generate 
input media information, to encode the input media information to generate input data 
streams, and to communicate the input data streams using the data network; and 

a conferencing device coupled to the data network, the conferencing device 
comprising two or more processors operable to decode the input data streams to generate the 
input media information, to mix the input media information to generate output media 
information, and to encode the output media information to generate output data streams; 

wherein the end-user devices are further operable to receive the output data streams 
and to decode the output data streams to generate output media information. 
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